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THE OATH / PLEDGE
Please use this space to add your school’s oath to 

compassionate patient care.

HISTORY OF THE CEREMONY 
The White Coat Ceremony is the oldest, and most well-known, program of the 
Gold Foundation. The Arnold P. Gold Foundation established the White Coat 
Ceremony in 1993 at the Columbia University Vagelos College of Physicians 
& Surgeons as a way to emphasize humanism in medicine at the very start of 
medical education. 

In 2014, recognizing the vital role nurses play in the healthcare team, 
the Gold Foundation partnered with the American Association of Colleges of 
Nursing to adapt the ceremony for nursing.

While it may take different forms, the ceremony emphasizes the 
importance of humanistic patient care, defined as compassionate, collaborative 
and scientifically excellent healthcare, early in nursing training and professional 
identity formation.  More than 450 schools of nursing have participated and the 
number continues to grow.
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DEAN’S WELCOME................................................................... Dean Name
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“OPTIONAL SONG”.................................................................... Performers
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OATH TO COMPASSIONATE PATIENT CARE
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